
Dialectical JournalDialectical JournalDialectical JournalDialectical Journal    InstructionsInstructionsInstructionsInstructions    ----    English I PreEnglish I PreEnglish I PreEnglish I Pre----APAPAPAP    

 

A dialectical journal is a double entry journal. The purpose of this assignment is 

to identify the literary devices (imagery, diction, simile, metaphor, 

personification, symbolism, setting, characterization, conflict, etc.) evident in A 

Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier or Ender’s Game and explain their 

significance. The dialectical journal helps one to read critically and encourages 

the habit of reflective questioning. It is a place to record and explore ideas using 

writing as a tool for learning.  

 

 

GuidelinesGuidelinesGuidelinesGuidelines    

- While reading the text, you should make marginal notes. Mark specific 

passages you may want to write about in your journal.   

- You should have 2-4 entries for each chapter of the novel.  

- Your journal should be handwritten and formatted as the example pages 

illustrate. 

- You may use loose-leaf paper or a composition book to complete your 

journal.  

- Please copy the text verbatim, include quotation marks around the text, 

and put the page number in parenthesis after the quote. 

- Your commentary should be insightful and well-written.  

- Edit for correct punctuation, grammar, and spelling. Make sure to write 

in complete sentences. 

- Your commentary should contain 3 sentences. In sentence 1, you should 

identify the literary device. In sentence 2, you should give your 

interpretation of the device. Sentence 3 should explain the effects of the 

device on the entire piece.  
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FROM THE TEXTFROM THE TEXTFROM THE TEXTFROM THE TEXT    COMMENTARYCOMMENTARYCOMMENTARYCOMMENTARY        

Direct quotes, figurative language, details or Direct quotes, figurative language, details or Direct quotes, figurative language, details or Direct quotes, figurative language, details or 

events from the text events from the text events from the text events from the text     

 

 

 

“Trembling, he’d push himself up, turning 
first read, then a soft purple, and finally 

collapse back onto the bed like an old worn-out 
doll” (258).   

 

 

 

“The last graveyard flowers were blooming, 
and their smell drifted across the cotton field 

and through every room of our house, 
speaking softly the names of our dead” 

(261).   

 

 

 

Identification of deviceIdentification of deviceIdentification of deviceIdentification of device    (Sentence 1)(Sentence 1)(Sentence 1)(Sentence 1)    

Interpretation of deviceInterpretation of deviceInterpretation of deviceInterpretation of device    (Sentence 2)(Sentence 2)(Sentence 2)(Sentence 2)    

Explanation of its effectsExplanation of its effectsExplanation of its effectsExplanation of its effects    (Sentence 3) (Sentence 3) (Sentence 3) (Sentence 3)     

 

 

 

 
This simile compares the infant Doodle to an 
old, worn-out doll. Doodle is small and fragile 

and Brother thinks of him as a toy – 
something to play with. Hurst uses this 

simile to show how Brother feels about Doodle 
early on and to show how weak Doodle is.  

 
 
 
 

This sentence is an example of 
personification, alliteration, and 

onomatopoeia. Flowers don’t speak, people do, 
hence the personification. The back-to-back “s” 
sounds mimic the sound of whispers. These 
devices help to create a somber, reflective, and 

hushed tone of the speaker and subtly 
foreshadow the sad ending of the story.  

EXAMPLE   
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Date 

Book  

Chapter 
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Direct quotes, figurative language, details or Direct quotes, figurative language, details or Direct quotes, figurative language, details or Direct quotes, figurative language, details or 
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(REMINDERS: Please copy the text verbatim, 

include quotation marks around the text, and 

put the page number in parenthesis after the 

quote.)  

 

 

Identification of deviceIdentification of deviceIdentification of deviceIdentification of device    

Interpretation ofInterpretation ofInterpretation ofInterpretation of    devicedevicedevicedevice    

Explanation of its effectsExplanation of its effectsExplanation of its effectsExplanation of its effects    

 

(REMINDERS: Your analysis should be 

insightful and well-written. Edit for correct 

punctuation, grammar, and spelling. Make 

sure to write in complete sentences.)  

Set up each page of the journal in this format.  

You may use loose-leaf paper or a composition book.  


